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     February 14-21, 2021, is Nation-
al Salute to Veteran Patients week. 
     This week is our opportunity to 
say thank you to a special group of 
men and women who are cared for 
in United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) medical cen-
ters, outpatient clinics, domicil-
iaries, and nursing homes.   
     It also provides an opportunity for all of us to become acquainted with the volun-
teer opportunities within the medical center.  Click here to learn more about VA vol-
unteer opportunities at VA facilities —https://www.volunteer.va.gov/. 

https://www.volunteer.va.gov/
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Va offers millions in 

grant funding for 

adaptive sports to 

support disabled veterans 
     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is accepting applications from community organi-
zations through March 31 — for up to $16 million in grant funding — to provide adaptive sports and thera-
peutic recreational opportunities for disabled veterans and members of the armed forces. 
     VA research and clinical experience shows that physical activity is important to maintaining good health 
and improving overall quality of life. 
    VA awards grants to qualifying organizations to plan, develop, manage, and implement a variety of sports 
and activities for Veterans, including cycling, kayaking, archery ,and skiing. To be eligible for a grant, an or-
ganization must be a non-federal entity with significant experience in managing a large-scale adaptive 
sports program. 
     “Through these grants, the VA is extending its reach to assist organizations that help veterans in their 
communities to engage in sports and recreation,” said VA Director of the National Veterans Sports Pro-
grams and Special Events Leif Nelson. “Veterans will have more opportunities to learn new skills related to 
their sport of choice and embrace the positive influence and benefits of adaptive sports and equine activi-
ties.” 
     In fiscal year 2020, the VA awarded nearly $15 million in adaptive sports grants to 116 organizations 
headquartered in 37 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Programs funded through these 
grants are estimated to serve more than 13,000 veterans and service members across the country. Of the 
total awarded, $1.5 million was used to assist organizations that offer equine-assisted therapy to support 
mental health. 
     Applications must be submitted online by March 31, at 3 p.m. EST. The VA will announce award deci-
sions this fall based on a competitive selection. 
Details of the Notice of Funding Opportunity, including frequently asked questions and additional infor-
mation can be viewed under the “Grant Program” tab online at VA Adaptive Sports Grant Program. 

https://www.blogs.va.gov/nvspse/grant-program/
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     The VABHHCS will 
be hosting a Whole 
Health Virtual Well-
ness Fair Wednesday, 
February 17.  The 
event will be held on 
MS Teams – the link 
can also be accessed 
on their Facebook 
page under events 
https://
www.facebook.com/
VABlackHills and their 
website:  Whole 
Health Virtual Well-
ness Fair - VA Black 
Hills Health Care System.   
     On Sunday, February 14, the VABHHCS will offer the Four Chaplains Ceremony, using COVID precautions 
of masking and distancing.  For anyone who does not feel comfortable attending in person, the event will 
be broadcast on Facebook Live at noon MT on  https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianSturgis. 

 
 

Upcoming vabhhcs events 

https://www.facebook.com/VABlackHills
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https://www.blackhills.va.gov/BLACKHILLS/features/Whole_Health_Virtual_Wellness_Fair.asp
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https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianSturgis
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VA Medical advances 
     The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) launched a new genomic research tool designed to help VA re-
searchers learn more about how conditions such as cancer, diabetes and heart disease affect veterans from 
minority backgrounds. 
     Debuting in January, the laboratory tool, known as the Ethnic Focused genotyping array or DNA chip, will 
test more than 750,000 genetic variants, including over 300,000 
that are more common in minority populations. 
     The tool was custom-built for VA’s Million Veteran Pro-
gram (MVP) which studies how genes affect health.   
     “This is potentially a game changer in medical research for 
Black and Hispanic veterans and other members of minority eth-
nic and racial groups,” said Acting VA Under Secretary for Health 
Richard A. Stone, M.D. “Thanks to MVP, the VA is leading the 
way in health research that will benefit communities that have 
traditionally been underserved by the health care system and 
underrepresented in medical research.” 
     A genotyping chip is a piece of glass about the size of postage stamp containing hundreds of thousands 
of tiny bits of synthetic DNA. These DNA probes allow researchers to identify genetic variants in the DNA of 
research volunteers. 
     The probes also associate certain health traits — like increased risk for a disease or unfavorable reac-
tions to a drug with specific genetic patterns. This can lead to new treatment approaches for patients with 
those gene profiles. 
      With more than 830,000 veteran volunteers currently enrolled, MVP is one of the largest health and 
genetic databases in the world and has generated dozens of influential scientific publications. 
      Currently, over 30 ongoing studies based on MVP data are examining conditions ranging from heart dis-
ease and diabetes to post-traumatic stress disorder, schizophrenia and suicide risk. In recent months, re-
searchers have begun using MVP data to study the impacts of COVID-19 on veterans. 
     MVP is also one of the world’s most diverse genomic databases, with about a quarter of enrollees be-
longing to minority groups. MVP has been successful in engaging veterans from minority communities in 

part thanks to the VA’s Center 
for Minority Veterans. The two 
plan to collaborate this year 
and beyond, to further boost 
the involvement of Black, His-
panic and other minority veter-
ans in the landmark genomic 
research program. 

https://www.research.va.gov/mvp/
https://www.research.va.gov/mvp/
https://www.va.gov/centerforminorityveterans/
https://www.va.gov/centerforminorityveterans/
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     River Cities Public Transit (RCPT), based 
out of Pierre, has been a great partner 
with Post 20 American Legion in their en-
deavors to provide free transportation for 
veterans to and from their medical ap-
pointments.  Post 20 has secured VA High-
ly Rural Transportation Grants to assist 
veterans in over 35 South Dakota counties 
and partners with River Cities and Prairie 
Hills Public Transit to provide that trans-
portation. 
     As one of the providers assisting veter-
ans with their transportation needs, RCPT 
is growing their commitment to assist vet-
erans by partnering with the South Dako-
ta Veterans Council (SDVC).   RCPT has 
numerous busses located in the Sioux 
Falls area and have opted to promote the 
SDVC Foundation for the State Veterans Cemetery on these respective busses.   
     Look for this artwork on their busses.   RCPT has bought the domain: www.honorburial.com to use as a 

forwarding domain, and will point it to the correct donation page on 
the foundation website.  
     They have also added a QR code so people can scan and donate 
from their phone. It too will go to the correct page on the founda-
tion website.  
     Special thanks to the team at River Cities Public Transit for part-
nering with the Veterans Council and the great messaging they have 
developed.     
 

River cities PUBLIC transit 

partners with south 

Dakota veterans council 

http://www.honorburial.com
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     The VA Black Hills Health Care System (VABHHCS) second-dose vaccine blitz will move from a drive-thru 
delivery to an indoors delivery because of predicted extreme weather on Saturday, February 13th.  
     Veterans will be directed to Building 113 or Lot 3 parking lots.  
     Vaccinations will be given in two areas—Building 113, Room S143 and Specialty Care.  
     Staff will be available to answer questions and direct veterans to the vaccination areas.  
     Because of the frigid temperatures expected, shuttle transportation from the parking lot to the main en-
trances will be offered to anyone who would like the assistance. This is an appointment only clinic for sec-
ond doses of the vaccination.  
     On Monday, February 15, a first-dose vaccine blitz will be held at Fort Meade, Rapid City, and Hot 
Springs. Any veteran falling into one of the priority groups listed may call 877-339-6837 to schedule an ap-
pointment. 
     VA Black Hills is offering the Moderna vaccine to the following priority groups:  

 Veterans 75 years and older 
 Veterans receiving hemodialysis, chemotherapy, and SCI/TBI patients 
 Veterans experiencing homelessness, especially those living in congregate settings 
 Veterans determined to be high-risk by their provider  
 Veterans who are considered to be an essential worker, and 
 Veterans ages 65-74. 

 
 

VABHHCS moves 

Vaccination Blitz indoors 
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     The Michael J. Fitzmaurice 
State Veterans Home was recent-
ly presented the Senior 
Crimestoppers 2020 Safe Facility 
Award of Excellence.   
     The Senior Crimestoppers pro-
mote secure senior living facilities 
in nursing homes, HUD communi-
ties, state veterans homes, assist-
ed living communities, and inde-
pendent living communities with 
an enhanced quality of life.    
     This nationwide crime preven-
tion program safeguards against 
theft, abuse, neglect, financial ex-
ploitation, and other crimes and 
actions.     
 

State Veterans Home 

receives award of 

excellence 
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Feb 15—State Offices will be closed 
June 24-27—American Legion State Convention—Huron 
Aug 16-19—SDDVA Annual Benefits School—Ramkota Hotel—Pierre 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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